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Words from the President
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SJmmer Is past, Fall is
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Conference 2012 .........c..........

RBANA conference will be held in Williamsburg, Virga. (see
page 7) In response to the criteria set by thecegssan’s execu-
tive, namely that the venue be an attractive dastin, can be
readily accessed by “Train, Plane & Automobile” atdn appro-
priate time of year, taking account of climate éte conference
committee visited Williamsburg in early July andldaving some
serious constructive negotiations with a numbératéls have con-
tracted with the Hospitality Inn, for the 27th, B& 29th, April
2012.

Byron Adams, an independent member and former RBAlIMéc-
tor, resident in Virginia, will be our “man on tigeound.” Leslie
Strachan has also volunteered to be involved indhpgacity.

Needless to say, | am excited. The notificatiol lvé on the web-
site as details are confirmed.

The reception of that announcement at the RobertdMBurns
Federation Conference in Peebles was very positideve expect
a goodly number will join us.

The Conference in Peebles was very well attendddvas the
highlight of our trip to Scotland. At the FedeoatiAGM a mo-
ment of silence was held for Frank Campbell, Jatktls & Donna
his wife. There were 16 Canadian delegates; Cal§fdmnipeg,
Niagara Falls, and Halton Peel were well represente

The weather was indeed cool but thankfully litteafy rain while
we were there. Our vacation took us from GlasgoWairn then
to Banchory, South to Lanark and on to Ayrshire.

We visited the Cairn at Leglen Wood, where we mésiing
group from Kyle Academy. The following day we W& the new
Burns Birthplace Museum in Alloway, and spent timéyr.

Making our way South, we visited the recently ezdcttatue in

Continued on Page 3



Frank Campbell

Born - Ardrossan, Ayrshire — Died - Barrie, Ontario
1930 — 2011

I t is with sadness and regret, once again, thaepert the death of a stalwart o
RBANA. Frank Campbell died on July»2011.

Frank was a dedicated Burnsian and Immediate Pesident of The Robert Bur
Association of North America.

Frank was born in Glasgow in 1930. At the age bé4noved with his family to
Ardrossan in Ayrshire. He was educated in Irvind @as proud of his connectio
to Burns Country.

Frank married Jean Scott and in 1952 they immigraiel oronto, Canada with
their son Frank Jr.

Frank was deeply involved with the Credit Uniorhist place of work, taking on
increased responsibility, which led to his beingtiby a US bank in New York,
for a senior management position, in 1976.

On retirement Frank & Jean his wife moved to theliday home in Palmetto,
Florida, where he continued to stay until shortiydse his death.

After his marriage to Jean, his father-in-law, J&8wott, introduced Frank to the
Works of Robert Burns, but it was not until manwsglater that he became acti
ly engaged in writing, speaking and the portray&daotland’s National Bard.

While a resident of Palmetto, Florida, Frank wasetive member of the St An-
drew’s Society of Tampa Bay. The St Andrew’s Sgc@tSarasota and a founde
of the Burns Club of Sarasota. He was a regulatribaror to their Burns suppers
and other occasions.

Frank was a member of and contributor to, the Rdbems World Federation Ltd. and a regular attenalegthe
annual conferences.

In 2006, Frank was elected Vice-President of ThedRoBurns Association of North America, and in 0Pres-
ident, a position in which he served for 2 yeaespite being in ill health.

Frank published a number of books giving his imgi@s and interpretations on the life and works ob&ts
Burns. He was also an accomplished poet.

His Son, Frank Jr. daughter-in law, Anne and grhitdieen, Greg and Melissa survive Frank.

We do not know if it was coincidence or good plawgiby Frank but he died on the same date as tosdnbl
Jean, who died July®2006

If there's another world, he lives in bliss,
If there is none, he made the best of this

R. Burns.



Words from the President continued

New Cumnock, at the Mary Morrison Memorial Gdier a service of remembrance at the Cairn which was
den, then on to Dumfries, where we enjoyed a woerected there in 1984.

derful overnight at Friars Carse Hotel, before mgkirne service was conducted by Rev Dr. Francis

our way to Peebles thechisholm who officiated at the
next day. inaugural dedication. It was
It is by our attending noted that the cairn was in nej
such gatherings that wef some maintenance and Du
feel very much part of can Beattioffered to approachss
=4 the world wide Burns the authorities about it.

- [family. Itbrings a | wish you and your various
. sense of belonging and,ps and associates an activl -. K
Friars Carse Hotel friendships are devel- meaningful season. Do mark iy T g
oped and nurtured.  your calendar for April 2012. ki = o
Back on 24th July a number of members of the Hatoo you in Williamsburg. R i e A
ton Peel Burns Club gathered with Mr. John Little John Little & Rev
and several members of the former Bonnie Doon Chisholm
Burns Club. We met at Gage Park in Hamilton ON

Happiness is but a name

Make content and ease thy aim
Ambition is a meteor-gleam
Fame, an idle restless dream

Lines Written in Friars’ - Carse Hermitage; 1788 RBurns

Cw?%«m@@u

Anthropologists Recreate Robert Burns' Face

SC his lifetime, primarily that of Alexander Nasmyth.
ientists are using the latest reconstruction

technology to recreate the face of Robert
Burns.

The new model is almost complete but is still wait-
ing on a wig and its eyeballs.

Mr. Wilson believes that the public will be
impressed by the final outcome of the pro-
ject.

The result will be a 3D model of his
head, which is due to be revealed this
month.

The man behind the idea is Rab Wils§
the Burns' fellowship writer for Dum-
fries and Galloway.

"l think people are going to be pleasantly
surprised by the way that Burns looks," he
said.

"We are going to see the man as he would
have looked walking down the streets of
ne in 1785.

. . . . "l think if folk then could see this they would say
Mr. Wilson said that, up untl_l now, the image oét._ hat is Burns, the real Robert Burns."

poet had been based on paintings completed during

Wilson has been working with facial
anthropologists at Dundee University, using a Caﬂauchli
of the bard for a true likeness.



The Robert Burns World Federation Conference & AGM 2011

The formal dinner was held in the evening and fol-

he conference was held this year in the Peebléswved a Burns Supper style menu. During the dinner
Hydro. There was a significantly larger turnoutrtha the formal appointment of the new executive took
in recent years with over 200 delegates registered Place. Jane Brown from the Globe Inn was installed

The RBANA
contingent this
_ year was 15

g8 strong, with the
& Calgary, Halton
S Peel, Niagara
Falls & Winni-
peg Clubs well
represented.

Peebles Hydro Hotel

The weather was not great, cloudy & cool, but the president David
ambience of the Hotel made that irrelevant andethegaird.
were times when the view from the hotel was spec

ular.

as Junior Vice

president by Rob
ert Stewart who i 'L
turn was installed &

as Senior Vice
President by Jim
Shields. Jim in
turn was installed_ *
as the new Presi-
dent by retiring

David Baird passes Chain of Offices to

Egilowing the cer-
emonies and din-

new President Jim Shields

On the Friday evening delegates gathered for dinnger all retired to the Ballroom once more, to daihee

in the dining room and en-
joyed an outstanding meal
after which they retired to
the ballroom for a tradition:
al ceilidh, hosted by John
Haining. :
The Federation AGM was
held in the ballroom on Sa
urday morning and the an-
nounced appointment of
Bill Dawson as permanent
Editor for the Burns Chroni-

cle was enthusiastically received.

b=

A certificate of appreciation was awarded to Gord
Ashley, a member from Australia, for his efforts in
raising awareness of the need for and commitmen
from the authorities, to restore the vandalizednBur

statues in Camperdown, Australia and Bathgate in

Scotland.

As always there was lots of opportunity for soaali

ing and greeting members from ‘a the ‘airts.

evening away.

' The band was the same one who en-
' tertained so enthusiastically in Aber-
‘deen last year.

inburgh.

The a-cappella hymn singing was
strong and the new President Jim
Shields acted as precentor to start all on keyh@n
same tune) “auld kirk style”.

(ffollowing the service attendees took their leave,
gromising to be at next year’s venue, in Harrogate

orkshire, but for many Williamsburg in April, for

the RBANA conference.

Robert Burns
ENGLAND

The Saturday afternoon sessions were again held i B

the Hotel Ballroom and were led by Cammy Gooda -
and Angus Middleton who engaged delegates with ==

most interesting presentations, then Chris Rditike,

lowed with an illustrated overview of his book ‘Bisr

in England’.

s § Beilis




The Forgotten Connections Between
Abraham Lincoln and Robert Burns

_ forsook Byron never Shakespeare and Burns said
Joshua Speed. Milton Hay, who served as a clerk in
Lincolns Springfield law office once told a reparte
that Lincoln could quote Burns by the hour. | have
been with him in that little office and heard higz r
cite with the greatest admiration and zest Burris Ba

A lads and quaint things.

t some time during the mid 1820s, after his pi.()ehrning Burns by heart

The following article is reprinted from the Gate
way Scotland website with the kind permissign
of www.Scotland.org

neer family had crossed the Ohio River from Ken-

tucky to southern Indiana, the teen-aged Lincoln Lincoln’s familiarity with Burns may be further in-
stumbled across a collection of Burns poetry. ferred by his hand-written corrections or rather th

lack thereof on the pages of his 1860 presidential
iography written by William Dean Howells. Just
before publication, Howells mailed a copy to Lin-
coln in Springfield for his final assessment. Lilrco
made several changes to the manuscript, but he let
stand without comment the following sentence:

It was a thick and chunky volume, he later recalle
bound in leather and printed

in very small type. Gifted
with a superb memory, Lin
coln began to memorize th
verses and even tried writ-

ing similar poetry himself.

Getting to know Burns

In 1831, when Lincoln

reached his twenty-first
year, he moved to New Sa
lem, lllinois, and there he :

When practicing law before
his election to Congress, a
copy of Burns was his insepa-
rable companion on the cir-
cuit; and this he pursued so
constantly, that it is said he
now has by heart every line of
his favourite poet.

became re-acquainted with Burns poetry through his. _ ) )
contact with the Scottish-American Jack Kelso. W¥isitors to the comfortable Lincoln home in Spring-
know precious little about Kelso. The surname sufj€!d during the 1850s might well be entertained by
gests that he originally hailed from the Borderg] a©ne of his son’s formal reci-—... ...
some rumours claim that Jack worked as a teachd{ions of Burns verse. BN

Scotland before emigrating from Glasgow to the Whenever a few people wei
states; other stories claim that he was born in-Kerf@thered in the White Hous|
tucky of immigrant parents. Still other maintaimth during an evening, Lincoln |
he owned the largest library in New Salem (about*¥guld frequently read aloud
volumes, including Shakespeare and Burns). Nont §fem from either Shake-
these tales can be verified. But there is abunelant SP€are or Burns.

dence that Jack Kelso re-introduced young AbrahAn¢onstant admiration

to Burns verses and Lincoln soon memorized large. : o |
parts ofTam OShanter, Holy Willies Prayer;The Fincoln's admiration for |

Cotters Saturday Night, Address to the Deikligh- . : . . ,
land Mary, Bonnie Jean, anidr. Hornbook. A num- cording to James Grant Wilson, editor of Chicago’s

ber of his lllinois contemporaries recalled his masfIrSt literary magazine and an early Republicar sup

tery of Bumns poetry. He knew all of Burns by heaI]?orter, Lincoln once stopped by to see him in 1860.

recalled Charles Maltby. Burns seemed to be his El'? noticed busts of Shakespeare and Burns in Wil-

vourite, said N. W. Branson. He read, Considerab"f"eorl s office and when

of Burns poems, recollected Abner Y. Ellis. He fat¥Vilson told him that he had purchased them in Strat

Burns never wavered. Ac-
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The Forgotten Connections Between

Abraham Lincoln and Robert Burns

] Leaving nothing further to be said
continued

Lincoln’s final reference to Burns came just dags b
fore his death. John Hay, Lincoln’s secretary, re-
called that when he and Lincoln sailed down the Po-
tomac River in early April, 1865, Lincoln recited

ford-on-Avon and Ayr, Lincoln was dutifully im-
pressed. Said he:

They are my two favourite from several Burns poems. Afterwards, he turned to
authors, and | must manage to Hay and remarked that Burns never touched senti-
see their birthplaces some day ment without carrying it to its ultimate expression

if | can contrive to cross the
Atlantic.

Earlier, when Wilson had written Lincoln to inform

him that he has spent an entire day in Prestwick the United States to Lincoln in the Old Calton Hill

speaking with Burns youngest sister, Isabella BurrBgurial Ground in Edinburgh (1893).Nor is it an acci
Begg, then eighty, Lincoln replied to express lis 8dent that about twelve American cities including

miration that Wilson had met Bums sister. New York, Denver, and Cheyenne today house hero-
In 1859, Lincoln had attended the Springfield Cenic statues to Robert Burns. (It is somewhat rarefo
tenary celebration of Burns birthday, and he gave @ation to erect a statue to a foreign national Wwa®
formal toast to his memory, although exactly whatrever set foot on its soil.)

said has not survived. During Lincoln’s years ia th
White House, the Philadelphia and Washlngton D
Scottish-American organiza g
tions similarly staged annual
celebrations of the poet's |
birth. In 1864, the Washing- |
ton club invited Lincolnto  §
join them and while there is |
persistent rumour that he at-
tended at least one of these
gatherings that has never be . now-lost original photograph
substantiated. Since Scots ! ! / that revealed the presence of
Alexander Williamson, who tutored young Tad an@everal heroic busts in the room. Since it was not
Willie Lincoln, also served as Secretary of the Wagossible to determine precisely whom the busts de-
ington club, he had special access to the presidenpicted, the Park Service chose three: Shakespeare,
On January 24, 1865, Williamson asked Lincoln fdeharles Dickens, and Burns. Tucked into the north-
a recognition of the genius of Scotland’s bard, by €ast corner of the Lincoln parlour, and one of the
either a toast, a sentiment, or in any other way yo first objects that the 400,000 annual touristdt t
may deem proper. (Not precisely an invitation to akincoln home see, is a heroic bust of Robert Burns.
tend the gathering, as is usually supposed.) LincofGiven Lincoln’s heart-felt admiration for the pogetr
penned a hasty note that was dutifully read atéte of Scotland’s Bard, this is eminently appropriate.
ebration. It read:

| cannot frame a toast to
Burns. | can say nothing wor-
thy of his generous heart and Think

and leaving nothing further to be said.

Given this close connection, perhaps it is no aatid
that Scotland erected the first heroic statue datef

&mcoln-Burns connection

The U.S. National Park Ser-
vice has officially recognized
the Lincoln-Burns connection.
When they refurbished the
Lincoln family home in
Springfield in 1988, they relied
heavily on a woodcut of the
family parlour taken from a

transcendent genius. Thinking
of what he has said, | cannot
say anything worth saying.




2012 Conference Set For Historic Williamsburg

The RBANA Conference Committee which was The conference will begin on Friday night with a
struck following the Winnipeg Conference has de*Colonial Dinner.” Saturday will, of course, inda
termined that the 2012 Conference will be at the the AGM, Seminars and the Jim Connor Memorial
Williamsburg Hos- Quiz and a Burns Supper. There will be a Sunday
Y pltallty House Ho- morning service in a local historic church.

" tel held in historic
Wllllamsburg Vir-
ginia.

The hotel is located @
across from The Col-
lege of William and
. The dates set for Mary and is just threejs
o the conference are blocks from the histor
April 27-29 2012. ic area of Colonial
The date is blossonWilliamsburg.
time in Virginia, avoids the May holiday Weekendg.he committee have

and provides comfortable temperatures in the areﬁegotlated a reduced rate for the weekend of

The committee, chaired by RBANA President Chi§$05.00 per night, (single or double) guaranteed 2
Ballantyne, includes most of the members of the days before and after the conference for those who
2009 (Mississauga) and 2010 (Detroit) committeayish to extend their stay.

past presidents Jim Cunningham (Conference Cthe full conference registration fees will be final

\I;enog J”eart1 Cunningham as Secretary and Treag%(a'm December but the committee indicate that
on baflantyne. they will be comparable to previous years.

Did you know... Required:

Burns correctly

predicted the fate of Articles of interest for future editions of the

the new bridge built by RBANA Tattler.

R’_Dbert MacAdam‘ in If you come across any news items, which you
his poem "The B{"QS of think may be of interest, or if your club is in-
Ayr". The new bridge volved in a project you think RBANA members
was swept away in may be interested in, please let the Editor know.

1877, but the Auld Brig

is still there, proving
the prophetic words Deadlines for submissions to the Winter Edition

" 'l be a brig when of the Tattler is December 20, 2011.

Please submit tamansaman@hotmail.ca

ye're a shapeless
cairn".



